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Welcome 
Partnering the FHNW School of Business International Student Projects 

Since 2001, the FHNW School of Business has offered 
International Student Projects and in 2019/20, Insight China, 
Focus India, connectUS and exploreASEAN will again deliver 
international, interdisciplinary, experiential learning 
opportunities for students and staff from across our 
university. The projects are prime examples of the 
interdisciplinary approach to education promoted at the 
FHNW education and are supported by the highest levels of 
the School of Business and the University as a whole.  

The two-part projects include seminars in Switzerland and 
abroad. Each project delivers a one-week preparatory 
seminar in Switzerland open to all final-year students from 
the Schools of Business, Engineering, Life Sciences (plus other 
FHNW Schools on application) as well as international 
students from our broad network of partner universities 
worldwide. The preparatory seminar offers the participants 
an insight into the country or region, the business 
environment and relevant socio-economic and demographic 
challenges. Speakers from industries, embassies and trade 
organizations, chambers of commerce as well as FHNW 
lecturers offer the participants a comprehensive seminar. In 
the international phase, each project takes an 
interdisciplinary delegation of between twenty and thirty 
students and staff to travel to their chosen country or region.  

The two-week program includes visits to multiple cities and 
focuses on investigating a defined theme through visits to 
industry partners, government departments and embassies, 
social projects, partner universities and trade promotion 
agencies such as chambers of commerce.  

The knowledge, networks and experience of the School of 
Business and the industry partners create a supportive 

learning environment within which the students can develop 
and excel; delivers theoretical, applied and experiential 
learning opportunities; and reduces expenditure and risk. 

As a public institution, the FHNW finances the preparatory 
seminars and all costs for lectures and staff fully. However, 
our resources do not allow us to fully finance the additional 
travelling costs for the highly-motivated final-year students 
selected to participate in this once in a lifetime opportunity. 
This means we rely on the generosity and support of our 
partners to make these projects a reality.  

To our knowledge, Insight China, Focus India, connectUS and 
exploreASEAN are unique within Switzerland due to their 
nature, their organization and in particular the central role 
played by students in defining, organizing and leading the 
projects. Their future success is especially due to the close 
and supporting relationship with the partners.  

I, and the projects' supervising lecturers, hope you will look 
favourably on the students' partnership brochure and that 
you will join in supporting these projects in 2019/20. Our 
student project teams look forward to discussing these 
challenging and educational projects personally with you.  

 

 
Prof. Michael Jeive  
Head International Student Projects: Insight China, Focus 
India, connectUS and exploreASEAN 
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FOCUS INDIA 
About 
 

FOCUS INDIA is a prestigious and international 
project organized by students for students at the 
University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Northwestern Switzerland (FHNW). Thanks to the 
collaboration between companies and students, 
both sides benefit by combining and exchanging 
know-how, theory and experience. 

MILESTONES OF THE PROJECT 

• Preparatory seminar (including career fair) 
• On-site seminar 
• Closing event 

FOCUS INDIA IN NUMBERS 

• Continuously successful for 15 years 
• Reaches 12,000+ students on 4 campuses 
• Reaches 8,500+ people on social media during 

the onsite seminar 
• 4 highly skilled project team members 
• 2 innovative communication team members 
• About 25 motivated delegates 

REPRESENTED STUDY FIELDS 

• Engineering 
• Business Information Technology 
• Life Sciences 
• Applied Psychology 

• Social Work  
• Business Administration (International 

Management) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andreas Volz  

Senior Manager at Accenture 

“Focus India is a remarkable project. 
FHNW shows that it has understood the 

opportunities as well as the special challenges 

of today’s business life. International 

collaboration already is and will be a key for 

doing effective business. I believe that India 

will play an even more important role in the 

future.” 
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Explore the capabilities of India’s growth and potential 

FOCUS INDIA 2020 intends to explore three key interrelated themes. The efficient 
transformation of mobility, the necessity of adapting to dynamic markets and the importance 
of healthcare access to the Indian population. 

Transform mobility 

India is one of the fastest-growing emerging 
markets, with an annual gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth rate of 7%, and a momentum that is 
likely to continue over the next decade. India is on 
the move. Building reliable access to transportation 
is therefore seen as a major enabler for social and 
economic connectivity. Through mobility, Focus 
India 2020 emphasizes a connected nation and 
explores a more intensive engagement of 
communities.  

Encourage adaptability 

With smart business models that enable 
adaptability and agility whilst remaining firmly 
anchored to a core set of values, innovative 
companies can respond to rapidly changing 
customer needs. The empowerment of India to 
changing digital technologies combined with its 
hyper-connected communities has made the 
country attractive to foreign investors. Thus, the 
economy of India offers new possibilities to apply 
transformed strategies and to develop new 
mindsets. 

Enhance healthcare access 

India’s life science sector is very attractive for 
international companies. The population of India is 
growing rapidly, as is its economy – creating a high 
demand for healthcare services. While access to 
healthcare is often a challenge in India, emerging 
technologies – such as IoT, AI and Robotics – can 
allow the country to close the gap using leapfrog 
technologies and make healthcare affordable and 
accessible to its overall population. Transforming 
mobility and encouraging adaptability are essential 
enablers and have strong parallels with enhancing 
healthcare access.  

The Focus India Team 2020 would appreciate you 
becoming a valuable partner for our exciting project 
and is striving for an engaging collaboration.  

Sincerely, 

Your FOCUS INDIA Team 2020 



 

    5 

“Blaser supports Focus India 
because it is an investment in future 

experts. 
As a globally active company, we are aware of 

the challenges, which are faced every day in 
the interconnected business world. This project 
opens its participants’ eyes to another culture, 
broadens their horizon and most importantly, 

makes them aware of India’s dynamic business 
and growth potential.” 

 

 

 

Your Benefits 

Invest in the future and become part of FOCUS INDIA
 
 

From a Human Resource perspective 
We have talent  

• Get direct access to potential future 
employees. 
You will be granted access to CVs of all 
delegation members (around 80 students) 

• Get prime access to more than 10’000 
talented and motivated students from 4 
different campuses and 6 fields of studies 

 

From an employer branding perspective 
We capture attention 

• We provide you with a superb opportunity to 
promote your company to future talented 
graduates, and renowned guest speakers 

• A platform to present your organization at our 
preparatory and onsite seminar 

• Profit from our social media presence  
• Engage with talented students at our Career Fair 

From a growth perspective 
We create knowledge 

• You benefit from knowledge transfer and 
networking opportunities thanks to Focus 
India and the FHNW  

• Knowledge creation through collaboration 
• Possibility for integrating your research by 

means of a Bachelor Thesis 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marc Blaser 
CEO at Blaser Swisslube AG 
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Milestones 
Project overview 

 

FEBRUARY: PREPARATORY SEMINAR   

By engaging with expert guest speakers 
from various fields, participants learn and 
discuss the characteristics of doing 
sustainable business in India.  
10 – 14 February 2020 

 

 FEBRUARY: CAREER FAIR  

 At the end of the preparatory seminar, the 
career fair provides a unique opportunity 
for our partners to present their company 
and recruit students from various fields of 
study. 

MARCH/APRIL: ON-SITE SEMINAR  

During the seminar in India, the Focus India 
delegation engages with local and 
international companies to discover the 
Indian culture in cosmopolitan cities such as 
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, and Pune. 
26 March 2020 – 12 April 2020 

 

 MAY: CLOSING EVENT 

 All of the flagship projects reflect on their 

insights and experiences gained during the 

preparatory seminar and onsite seminar. 
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Your Contribution 
Which commitment suits your company best? 
 

 Platinum  Gold Silver Supporter 

Access to CVs     

Access to the CV pool of: All Delegations All Delegations 
Focus India 
Delegation 

Upon Agreement 

Job advertisement     

Job advertisement on the website and social media 
channels during the project period 

3 2 1 Upon Agreement 

Publicity     

Presence on newsletters, presentations and videos Priority Spots 
Secondary 

Spots 
Tertiary Spots Upon Agreement 

Webspace     

Your logo will be displayed on our website ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Your company will be described on our homepage Detailed Medium Medium  Upon Agreement 

Preparatory Seminar & Closing Event     

Stand at the career fair at the Preparatory Seminar 
✓ ✓ ✗ Upon Agreement 

Speed interview option at the career fair  All Delegations All Delegations 
Upon 

Agreement 
Upon Agreement 

Possibility to distribute promotional material at the 
Preparatory Seminar 

✓ ✓ ✗ Upon Agreement 

Timeslot granted if you wish to present your company 
during the Preparatory Seminar 

✓ ✗ ✗ ✗ 

Company logo will be shown at the Project Events Large Medium Medium Upon Agreement 

Seats provided for networking purposes at the Project 
Events  

Unlimited 5 3 Upon Agreement 

Your contribution CHF 10,000. 00 CHF 7,500.00 CHF 5,000.00 Upon Agreement 

 

We would be glad to present our project to you in person and to discuss other options tailored to your 

company needs. 
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Contact 
Engage with FOCUS INDIA 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS INDIA 
University of Applied Science and Arts  
Northwestern Switzerland 
Riggenbachstrasse 16 
4600 Olten 
Switzerland 

 
 
 

www.focusindia.ch 

Simona Molle 
Project Coordination & 
Communication 
 
BSc International Management 
Major Communication 
 
+41 76 428 35 02 
simona.molle@focusindia.ch 

Damian Oliva 
On-Site Seminar & 
Finance 
 
BSc Business Administration 
Major Business in Asia 
 
+41 76 337 04 96 
damian.oliva@focusindia.ch 

Arthursiga Anandarajah 
Preparatory Seminar & 
Delegation Coordination 
 
BSc International Management 
Major Finance 
 
+41 78 822 34 12 
arthursiga.anandarajah@focusindia.ch 

Sandro Schaub 
Partnerships 
 
BSc Business Administration 
Major Human Resource Management 
 
+41 79 579 88 47 
sandro.schaub@focusindia.ch 
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